
Says Duffy: “I want  
this show to do what I  

predicted and run seven 
seasons…minimum!”

Who drowned in the Southfork pool? Why’s Bobby 
soaping up in Pam’s shower? The Dallas cliff-hang-
er became an anticipated staple throughout the 

’80s ever since the “Who Shot J.R.?” mystery became an inter-
national phenomenon. Tonight, TNT’s relaunch wraps its first 
season with several dangling questions. “It’s a different cliff-
hanger,” says Patrick Duffy (Bobby). “It’s still jaw-dropping, but 
there’s an artistic element as opposed to just shock value.”

The emotional hour begins as Bobby’s health issues reach 
a climax, with the  character lying at death’s door. Behind the 
scenes, Duffy worried that hearing close pal Larry Hagman as J.R. 
offering a heartfelt confession would prove challenging. “Larry’s 
performance was so raw, I knew I’d start  crying—and I was sup-
posed to be in a coma!” says Duffy. “So I asked our props depart-

ment to bring me earplugs.”
Also look for John Ross and Christopher to move back into 

their daddies’ old Ewing Oil building as they form an unlikely 
partnership. “Forced cohabitation is what made the drama 
come out for Bobby and J.R.,” says Duffy. “They can’t let that 
[dynamic] die.”

And what of Sue Ellen’s gubernatorial aspirations, seeming-
ly squashed by Bobby’s wife Ann’s no-good ex-husband? Sue 
Ellen (Linda Gray) will deliver either a reenergized campaign 
speech—or a heartbreaking  concession. “What we’ll see in the 
finale is tough,” says Gray. “But I think it will start the new sea-
son off with the stakes even higher.” Fortunately, the cliff-
hanger of the show’s fate has already been resolved: 15 new  
episodes air in 2013! —William Keck

Will Bobby Survive?

Dallas
SeaSon Finale 

9/8c, TnT
tntdrama.com,  

hulu.com, iTunes  
Twitter: @Dallas_TNT

“I did not sit down to write 
a Matthew Perry show,” 
says exec producer Silveri, 
“[but] by 9am, I was writ-
ing things only Matthew 
Perry (right) can do.”

Could we be any more excited? Matthew Perry 
stars in NBC’s new comedy, Go On, which gets a 
preview tonight following Olympics coverage 
(the series premieres September 11). He plays 
Ryan King, a sportscaster who 
turns to therapy after his wife dies. 
Funny, right? Yes, says exec pro-
ducer Scott Silveri, who also was a 
producer on  Friends. “Matthew’s 
character basically becomes the class clown of 
a support group. What’s unique is that we 
aren’t shying away from some dramatic mo-
ments—but it’s first and foremost a comedy.” 

Ryan’s therapy group is led by straight-
laced Lauren (The Playboy Club’s Laura Bena-

nti), who doesn’t quite know what to make of 
his antics, and is made up of misfits, includ-
ing Tyler James Williams (Everybody Hates 
Chris). “It’s really refreshing to write for this 

mismatched gang,” says Silveri. 
“You just put them in a situation 
and they all start going at it.” 

Perry, he adds, is perfect for 
his role. “Nobody could have 

made the funny parts as funny and have the 
dramatic elements touch you the way Mat-
thew does.” Silveri’s promise for the show: 
“Misery enjoys company, and we’re going to 
enjoy their misery.” Oh, go on!  — Carson 
Blackwelder

go on
SeaSon Preview 

11/10c, nBC
nbc.com

Twitter: @NBCGo_On

Making New Friends…In Therapy

Rita Hayworth Marathon 
6a/5c, TCM, tcm.com No one 
took off a pair of gloves quite 
like the steamy femme fatale, 
whose best (cinematic) fea-
tures—from “Gilda” to “The 
Lady from Shanghai”—are on 
display today.  

Futurama 10/9c, Comedy 

Central, comedycentral.com 
Bender’s crushed to learn that 
all his bad behavior over the 
years might just be the result 
of poor programming. Silly 
robot, free will is for humans!

Final Witness 10:02/9:02c, 

ABC, abc.com Meet Hans Rei-
ser, the Linux guru who pio-
neered the “geek defense” in 
2008 when he claimed he 
acted guilty after his wife Nina 
disappeared because he was 
a socially inept techie, not 
because he strangled her and 
buried her in the woods.  
 Season finale 

Through the Wormhole 

10/9c, Science, sci.discovery 

.com The Voice of God (Mor-
gan Freeman) posits the 
question of whether God is in 
fact a human construct, be-
fore vanishing into the ether 
of hiatus.  Season finale 

Restaurant Impossible 
10/9c, Food Network, foodnet-

work.com Stella’s Italian Res-
taurant, a Connecticut eatery, 
gets a makeover after host 
Robert Ivine uncovers the own-
er’s less-than-stellar manage-
ment methods.

Top Chef Masters 10/9c, 

Bravo, bravotv.com Figure 
skating golden boy Brian Boi-
tano has the contestants put 
on a show for him, Benihana 
style. First chef to land a dou-
ble axel while sautéing shrimp 
gets a 10.

highlightS

Wednesday
August 8

Horror Show
Syfy’s scary docu-
drama series Para-
normal Witness is 
back tonight with 
double the scares: 

This season will have 12 episodes, compared 
to last season’s six. Producer Mark Lewis 
gave us his favorite creepy installments 
from the new run, starting with tonight’s 
premiere, in which single mom Jackie Her-
nandez recounts the time she learned the 
ghost-calls were coming from inside the 
attic.—Oriana Schwindt
1. The premiere, which had Lewis jumping 
out of his skin “And I knew where the scares 
are coming!” he exclaims. From the archive 
footage of things going bump in the night to 
strange apparitions in reflective surfaces, 
“it’s an absolute bone-chiller,” Lewis says. 
2. No sleep til Brooklyn Next week’s “Brook-

lyn Haunting” chronicles a family’s harrowing 
stint in a Brooklyn townhouse. Don’t change 
the channel in the middle, he warns. “You’ve 
got to wait for the surprising ghost at the 
end,” Lewis says. “It’ll give you nightmares.”
3. Creepy wall-crawler Museum curator 
Jason Haxton and his young son get more 
than they bargain for out of a haunted Jew-
ish relic in August 29’s “The Dybbuk Box.” 
“They’re in the living room watching TV and 
all of a sudden they see this spirit crawling up 
the wall,” Lewis says. “It’s very, very frighten-
ing when children are involved.”

3 SCARiESt EpiSodES

The series uses actors to 
recreate scary events

paranormal
witness

SeaSon PreMiere 
10/9c, Syfy

syfy.com; Twitter: @syfy
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